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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 81-103 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
Claims 82, 86, 83 and 94 recite the limitation "the server" in line 2. There 
is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Objections 
Claim 95 is objected to because of the following informalities: line 3 
recites the limitation "the server;" "the" should be replaced with "a." Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 

Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

Claims 1, 82, 86-88, 91-92, 94-96, 98-101, and 103 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Billock et al (5,619,249). 

Regarding claims 1, 91, 95, and 99, Billock teaches broadcasting first 
content descriptors to one or more clients, the first content descriptors describing 
content for broadcast (See Fig. 6, Fig. 9A Step 108 and Col. 9 lines 29-36, Col. 
13 lines 1-58 Program Names and Categories are broadcast); prioritizing the 
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content in response to a feedback received from the one or more clients wherein 
the feedback sent by the one or more clients is based on the amount of content 
consumed by the one or more clients (See Fig. 7, Fig. 8, Fig. 9D Step 162, Fig. 
9E Step 176, Col. 11 lines 32-42, Col. 12 lines 30-41, Col. 15 lines 15-27, 59-67, 
Col. 16 lines 1-9 Previews are shown for a user selected genre of programs); 
broadcasting second content descriptors, the second content descriptors 
describing the prioritized content for broadcast (See Fig. 9D Step 162 Col. 15 
lines 15-28); broadcasting the prioritized content to the one or more clients (See 
Fig. 9H and Col. 17 lines 15-56). 

Regarding claims 81, 92, 96, 101 Billock teaches wherein the feedback 
received from one or more clients is received in a batch (When one client 
submits feedback, the feed back is received in a batch of one). 

Regarding claim 86, 94, 98, 103 Billock teaches filtering the content 
received for a server based on the content the one or more clients are interested 
in (See Col. 17 lines 15-56 User transmits program ID program is transmitted). 

Regarding claim 87, Billock teaches wherein the first and second content 
descriptors include metadata to describe the content and the prioritized content 
(See Fig. 6, Fig. 9A Step 108 and Col. 9 lines 29-36, Col. 13 lines 1-58 Program 
Names and Categories are broadcast). 

Regarding claim 88, Billock teaches generating the second content 
descriptors in response to the feedback received from the one or more clients, 
the feedback including a demand indicating a level of desirability for the content 
(See Fig. 7, Fig. 8, Fig. 9D Step 162, Fig. 9E Step 176, Col. 11 lines 32-42, Col. 
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12 lines 30-41, Col. 15 lines 15-27, 59-67, Col. 16 lines 1-9 Previews are shown 
for a user selected genre of programs or more information about the programs is 
shown). 

Regarding claim 100, Billock teaches wherein the first computer system 
comprises a server, and the second computer system comprises a client (See 
Fig. 1 and Col. 3 lines 54-65). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action 
can be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 82, 93, 97, 102 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Billock. 

Regarding claims 82, 93, 97, 102, Billock fails to disclose the method 
further comprising staggering the sending of the feedback to a server by the one 
or more clients, wherein the staggering is based on a last time each of the one or 
more clients sent feedback to the server. Official Notice is taken that is it well 
known in network communications to stagger the sending of information across 
the network to minimized network congestion. Thus, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
Billock so that the sending of feedback was staggered to minimize network 
congestion. 

Claims 83-85 and 89-90 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Billock in view of Payton (US 5,790,935). 
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Regarding claims 83-85, 90 Billock fails to teach updating demand data 
tables and storing content in accordance with demand tables. Payton teaches 
updating demand data tables and storing content in accordance with demand 
data table (See Col. 6 lines 33-50 and Col. 7 line 61-Col. 8 line 10, User 
feedback determines with movies will be stored on the local servers). 

Regarding claim 89, Billock fails to disclose the prioritizing of the content 
comprising generating a list of demanded content of the content in accordance 
with the level of desirability. Payton teaches generating a list of recommend 
content based on user feedback (See CoL 6 lines 33-50 and Col. 7 line 61 -Col. 8 
line 10, User feedback determines with movies will be stored on the local 
servers). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Billock to generate a list of demanded 
content of the content in accordance with the level of desirability to reduce the 
probability that an on-demand request will be made from the central distribution 
server (See Payton Col. 6 lines 33-36). 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. 
See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
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action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event/however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Jamieson W. Fish whose telephone number 
is 571-272-7307. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 
8:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Chris Kelley can be reached on 571-272-7331 . The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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